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Again Ho osier Archives readers are in for a treat, Mr. John J. 
Beshara has revised another of his strategy and tactics articles 
especially for Koosier .Archives . This article, "An Overly Defensive 
Strategy Leads to stagnation , aopearcd in its original form in 
Attaiitis Flf of January 22, 1970 . /vfcj^tis^ is edited and published 
by Ghristonher Schleicher , 5122 -J. Ga3aaen 'Tvenue, Chicago, Illinois 
60S 30. It is an excellent journal of nostal Diplomacy and I recom- 
ment it highly. Until the aostal rates go up , subscriptions to 
Atiantis > are still available at 51.00 for 10 issues. 

incidentally , this article of Mr. Beshara T s will appear in 
substantially expanded form in the initial publication of The 
Diplomacy association. This is another reason why all of you should 
join this very promising new Diplomacy organization., 



AM OVERLY DEFENSIVE GTaJ TEGY 
LEADS TO STAGNATION 

by 

John J. .Beshara 

vThile in these times it's hip to nlay it cool., on the crap 
table of Diplomacy you either lay your money on the line or make 
room for a high roller. Sitting around protecting your goodies 
usually results in a neighbor growing too strong for you to take 
on later. 

The fact is that once a couple of your neighbors get together 
in a fighting alliance that swings , they are not likely to break- 
up a good thing when there are enemies around to fight. In the 
ul.tiraate, while you sit watching their action, you f re going to be 
their xaa^t prey. 

Examine first the position of Germany in a Frcnch/Fusslan 
alliance against England ; Germany Is squeezed. i/Ith a French/ 
German alliance against England, if llussia doodles in Ecandinavia, 
he will shortly be pounced on by Germany while France moves fast 
against Italy. The result is similar when aussia and Germany 
blast England, or In an ) Ingiish/jlusslan alliance against Germany: 
France Is vulnerable. 

maintaining an equality of power with -your neighbors requires 
you to jump when you see two of them about to axe a third. Your 
choices of action are one or a combination of the following: 

1. Break-up the detente. 

2. Gobble a goodly piece of the victim. 

3. Help the victim. 
Make gains elsewhere * 

These maneuvers may be delicate. For examrole, you may appear 
to be helping the victim, but only to the point where he is inde- 
fensible against you. Then give him the coup de grace. 

Beware of attacking a good ally unless you have an equally 
good one to move with afterwards. And don T t just lunge out 
against an ally, create some provocation so you are not totally 

without justification — later you xz&y need his help,, and 
lubricating the shaft facilitates relations in Diplomacy, too* 



